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The Hon. Governor, His Excellency Shri. E S L Narasimhan, the Vice Chancellor, Prof. B Krishna Gandhi, all the dignitaries on the dais and off the dais, Invited guests of the University, Members of the academic Council, Senate, Syndicate, ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset, I take this opportunity to congratulate the students graduating from this prestigious University, singularly distinguished of an accomplished record of service to the nation on this graduation day. I would want to wish and appreciate the effort of all those, who did extra-ordinarily well in their all round performance at the University and those who won Gold Medals and Awards. I feel privileged to be a part of an occasion that you all will cherish for years to come.

It is now time to celebrate one of life’s defining moments embarking on a future of your own making, a journey completed and one yet to begin. 
You are members of a nation singularly blessed, and yet, one which grapples with serious problems. Make no mistake: you are entering a world with special challenges and unparalleled opportunities. The emerging global economy has intensified competition and blurred the lines of nationality. Technology has brought people closer together but, at the same time, has created several disparities. This world, does not guarantee personal success. Only those who have the requisite skills and knowledge will prosper. Information is power. Those who have right information for the occasion will succeed. The unprepared and the under-educated will fail and fall by the wayside.
Higher education has been a key factor for its ability to change and to induce change and progress in the society. Not surprising that in today’s globalized economies; it is the globalization of knowledge that will enable us to deal with the present and future challenges that confront us in every sphere of life, whether in environment, health or food security. Higher education reforms are high on the agenda of the new government with emphasis on expansion, inclusion, and excellence as the cornerstones of higher education.

Higher education has always been identified as a critical component of India’s growth story. When Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru established the Indian Institute of Technology, he understood the need for educated and skilled human resources only too well. We all need to emulate those visionaries. 
The five imperatives for making the Indian Higher Education system in future are Financial Innovation, Innovative Use of the Information and Communication Technologies (ICT), Reinvigorating Research, Trust on Vocational Education & Training (VET), and Regulatory Reforms. I am sure the annual Report of the University will reveal many of these features as being met with by the Institute. 
The Indian higher education system has emerged as one of the largest in the world, in terms of number of institutions as well as student enrolment. India is third in the world in terms of student enrolment with 12.85 million enrolled while China has 25.35 million enrolled and USA has 17.76 million enrolled. 
India has more than 35,000 colleges, with almost 15,000 colleges being set up in the current decade. India has the largest number of higher education institutions in the world. State Universities dominate the landscape, accounting for more than half the total of Universities in the country.

I am happy to be here on the third Convocation of Jawaharlal Nehru Technical university, setup as one of the premier Universities of higher learning in Anantapur, while the Indian Higher Education system continues to be bogged down by the challenges of inadequate access, poor quality and inequity. 

JNTU College of Engineering, Anatapur stands aloft on a solid foundation of past glory and prestige. This college started in the year 1946, under the post war reconstruction program and functioned at guindy campus, Madras for two years and was shifted to Anantapur in 1948. Operating in the present premises, since the year 1958 the college has done very well both within and outside the Country.

 
During the first 25 years of its existence, it was affiliated to the Madras and S V University and produced distinguished alumni, who are holding high positions, in India and abroad. It has great tradition to be proud of. 

 

Functioning as a constituent college of the Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University set up in 1972, to currently becoming a University by itself, this Institution is certainly something to be cherished. 
Despite having one of the largest higher education system in the world few Indian institutions have earned global distinction. I am glad to note that this University is striving hard to attain international distinction through establishment of collaborations. 

I am sure, a substantial qualitative development in the students' attitude, basic improvement in discipline, better student-staff interaction and higher employability of the graduates must be the cornerstones at this University. 
Friends, quality of higher education in India are impacted by shortage of faculty and poor infrastructure. India has one of the highest student-teacher ratio’s in the world.  New teaching learning methods need to be explored and hybrid learning, use of both synchronous and asynchronous modes need to be used on a large scale. 
The Central Government retains a higher share of spending on technical education while state governments account for a majority of the spending on general education. However, the key challenges affecting financing of higher education are – poor utilization of alternate sources of revenue, large share of the public spend incurred on recurring expenditure, low tuition fee realizations coupled with weak system of extending financial support and skewed allocation of UGC and Central Government resources through sub-optimal budgeting processes. 
Higher education institutions in India also underutilize other potential revenue streams such as intake of foreign students at differential fee structures and providing research and consultancy services. 

A survey indicates that private institutions depend largely on student fees while public institutions depend on government grants, even as both generate little revenue from alternate sources. The survey has indicated that regulation of fees is the major financial challenge before Indian higher education institutions. Information and Communication Technology (ICT) can perform multiple roles in higher education to benefit all stakeholders.

The private sector has played a key role in the growth of the higher education system, especially in professional higher education.

One of the difficulties of the current system of education is that it neglects certain aspects of human personality, like character building. Value systems and Ethics that build healthy relationships between human beings and the universe also need to be promoted. Life sciences, social sciences and physical sciences also should find appropriate place in the curriculum for overall growth of the student. 
With the expanding knowledge of the universe and microscopic study of atoms and cells, it has become difficult to keep pace with all that is happening in the world. It is necessary to have a bird’s eye view of this vast and complex universe. Probably it is necessary to be informed of all happenings but attain expertise in one or two areas.  A recent Mckinsey report also corroborates the fact that a student should at least be good in two expert areas to succeed in life. 
It is also necessary to provide the student, a holistic view of the contemporary global world, to make him/her understand the complexities of the outside world.
Every young man and woman will have to develop general knowledge, analytical skills, reasoning skills and logical skills and a keen observation to apply all that he or she has acquired to succeed. With the advent of technology and entertainment electronics, reading seems to have been given a complete goby by all. There is good literature available in the print medium and I strongly believe that it would make a world of good to the current generation if they could get back to the habit of reading.  
Friends, like I said earlier, the theme of value-oriented education is most important though most neglected. The desired purpose of any education is that you produce good individuals and not individuals who possess mere degrees. We need to conceive a programme of value-oriented education that transcends conflicting ideologies and controversies and focuses upon explorations in those themes. This is required in the current difficult times that we live in.
Finally, the higher education system of India should be an Indian system of higher education, modeled on our requirements, and therefore, it is necessary that every undergraduate student has an intelligent and robust understanding of Indian culture. We have, therefore, to devise a special course in Indian culture which could become a bridge for the above value system that I spoke about. 
Friends, we all know that our world is very complex and challenging. We need to run and run very fast, even to remain at the place where we are in. Indeed I am happy to share my views before this elite class of students and staff of a very good University… . Thank You.
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